ST. LUKE'S RULE OF LOVE (READ RESPONSIVELY)

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious; or boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; It is not irritable or resentful;

it does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth.

It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

(1 Corinthians 13:4-7)

Called by God in our baptism and filled with the presence of Christ though the Lord’s Supper, we
believe love should show itself through our individual lives:

In thought by before acting, our thoughts should reflect kindness, grace, and acceptance.
In word by hearing, respecting, and praying for you with kindness, love, and care.

In deed by putting others before ourselves, being obedient to our faith in God, and by acting
in a God caring way towards others.

As members of the body of Christ and citizens of the kingdom of heaven, we will show this love in
our life together at St. Luke’s Lutheran church:

In what we do by listening in kindness and acceptance. Seeking common ground, learning,
and adjusting. If necessary, we disagree with love and respect.

In responding to unloving and disrespectful behavior by respectfully listening and clarifying our
reasoning. We will strive to find a mutual solution through love and kindness. If necessary,
we will part ways with grace.

BLESSING (ELW p. 155)
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in ac-
cordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace bless you now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING SONG “JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE” ELW 836
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 155)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

THANKGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. We give you
thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and water became the es-
sence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through the
flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s
land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism
of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, freeing us to live
as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen
Christ, our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
GATHERING SONG “IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST ” ELW 650

GREETING (ELW p. 147)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.

KYRIE (ELW p. 147)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 148)
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the people of God and join in the
hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forev-
er. Amen. This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his
reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 150)

Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises,
which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

CHILDREN'S CHURCH

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 (NRSV NT p. 158)

“While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. “*The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured
out even on the Gentiles, “°for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
said, “’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have?” “°So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
invited him to stay for several days.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 (NRSV NT p. 293)

'Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the
parent loves the child. “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and
obey his commandments. “For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his
commandments are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is
the victory that conquers the world, our faith. “Who is it that conquers the world but the one who be-
lieves that Jesus is the Son of God? “This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ,
not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for
the Spirit is the truth.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 (NRSV NT p. 134)
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] *“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. "°If you keep my

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commandments and
abide in his love. ''l have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that yourjo%/
may be complete. '““This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. “No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. “You are my friends if you do
what | command you. "°I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know
what the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made known to you every-
thing that | have heard from my Father. "°You did not choose me but | chose you. And | appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in
my name. '’ am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS ” ELW 742

CREED (ELW p. 152)
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
....God of grace, hear our prayer.
....through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen.

PEACE
OFFERING

ANTHEM
" CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET CHRISTIANS SING”
TEXT BY BRIAN' W
MUSIC BY T. WILLIAMS

OFFERING RESPONSE ELW 182
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a harvest
from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes

and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer. Grace our table with your pres-

ence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER (ELW p. 152)

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 152)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (ELW p. 153)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 153)

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 153)

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW p. 154)
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to God'’s table of Grace! There are gluten free wafers and grape juice available.
COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 154)

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take
away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer dark-
ness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord. Amen.



